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LE T WM 


A MEMBER of the SrarESs 
| GenzRaL, Sc. 


SIR, 


O U aſk me, how it comes, that our 

5 Republic does not intereſt itſelf in 

4 Favour of the Houſe of Auſtria, as 

much as Great Britain does; and at the 

ſame time you tell me, that every Body 

is aſtoniſhed at it; that it is as much 

the Buſineſs of our Republic as of Great 
Britain, to preſerve an Equilibrium among 

the Powers of Europe; that the Houſe of 

Bourbon ſeems. ready to ſwallow up the 

whole; that we are upon the Point of lo- 

ſing all thoſe great Advantages which by vaſt 

Efforts we gained in a twenty Years War; 

that the Republic has no Regard to the 

Faith of Trearies ; that it muſt be under the 

| Influence of Corruption; that it is ſacrificed 
| by its Magiſtrates; that they muſt be in the 
Pay of France; that otherwiſe it would 
: B have 


(2) 
have entered into the Views of Great Bri- 
tain, which is ſenſible of the Dangers, and 
has by mighty Preparations put itſelf in a 
Condition to prevent them; and finally, that 
if our Republic, powerfully armed as it is, 
ſhould declare, every one of the neighbour- 
ing Powers would immediately be reduced 
within thoſe Bounds which the Happineſs 
and Tranquillity of Europe require. Theſe 
are your Complaints of our Republic, and 
on the other Side, you ſpeak with Admira- - 
tion of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs of your preſent Adminiſtration in 
England; of your Unanimity for fupporting a 
Cauſe fo juſt; of the great Sums which you 
are able to raiſe at a very moderate Intereſt, 
and of your Forces by Sea and Land. 

If my Knowledge of your Government 
were confined to what one learns in the 
Cloſer. by reading Books, I ſhould, in peruſ- 
ing your LA have Reaſon to be aſtoniſh- 
ed, and to accuſe you of Infincerity ; for 
from. thence we ought to ſuppoſe, that a 
Member of the Britiſb Parliament muſt be 
thoroughly informed of the State of Affairs, 
in order to judge, and reſolve upon what is 
moſt proper for the Happineſs of Great Bri- 
tain, and of Europe in general. I know you 
too well to doubt of your Capacity, but you 
likewiſe know, that I have been at London, 
* that] have endeavoured to get all * 
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| Information and Inſtruction, © with Regard 


to the Methods taken by your Miniſters for 
managing your Conſtitution,” and with Re- 
gard to the ſtrong and weak Side of your 


_ Government. You yourſelf have often be- 


moaned the Perverſeneſs of the Times: 
You yourſelf have often and publicly ſpo- 
ken with great Vehemence againſt the ſelf- 
iſh Views of your Miniſters, againſt the al- 
moſt univerſal Corruption of your Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and againſt the Sacrifice 
that was made of the Intereſts of Great 


Britain for the Support or 1 
of the Electorate of H. 


With what 
Energy have you not e the Breach 
of Public Faith, by ſo many Treaties con- 
tradictory to one another, the immenſe ſums 
raiſed upon a People ſinking under the Bur- 
den of innumerable Debts, and overloaded 
with Taxes? How often have you com- 
plained, that your Miniſters impoſed upon 


1 the Parliament by ſetting Things in a Light 


very different from the true one, that they 
kept you in the dark by always denying you 
thoſe Lights that were neceſſary for ſeeing 


Things wich your own Eyes, and that their 


Aſſurance was come to ſuch a Height, that 


they laughed at you, if you believed what 


they ſaid, and were out of Humour if you 
did not. 


[heat 
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I fee plainly, that neither Men nor Mea- 
ſures are changed in your Country; for if 
they were, you would know more of your 
Affairs, and as I know your Candour, you 
would applaud the Conduct of our Repub- 
lic as much as you now condemn it, or at 
| leaſt you would bemoan the Fate of Great 
es :i „ 
In the Year 1731, the Court of Great 
Britain made a Treaty with that of Vienna, 

by which you guarantee'd the Succeſſion of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and did the Repub- 
lic the Honour to contract for it without its 
Knowledge. Whether you conſidered us as 
Infants or Lunatics I do not know ; but in 
order to compel us to acquieſce in what you 
had done in our Name, but without our 
Knowledge, you made the Affair of Eat. 
Frieſland, and that of the Offend Company a 

Part of the Treaty. . | 
You ought to know how much the 
Republic had theſe two Affairs at Heart, 
and the Juſtice we had on our Side, by Vir- 
tue of ſolemn Treaties, and an uncontro- 
verted Poſſeſſion. All the Powers of Europe 
had acknowledged our Rights to be incon- 
teſtable, and Great Britain more than any 


other. 


The Republic ſaw immediately the ſelf- 


a See Appendix, No. I. 


1 WG ſh 


MY 
ih Views of the Court of Vienna, and the 
little Friendſhip of the Court of Great Bri- 
tain, which endeavoured to make us pur- 
chaſe what in Juſtice belonged to us. How- 
ever, having conſidered the Conſequences 
on both Sides, we thought it more prudent 
to yield a little to the Times, and to the lit- 
tle Friendſhip and ſelfiſh Views of the 
Courts of Vienna and Great Britain, than 
to be obliged to defend by Force of Arms 
our inconteſtable Rights, which might have 
ſet Europe in a Flame, to the Deſtruction 
| of thoſe States which we had done ſo 
1 much for ſupporting and guaranteeing. We 
Eb acceded, therefore, to the Treaty, but with 
3 Reſtrictions, for the Words, with all our 


Force, were explained to mean only five 


. - thouſand Men on our Part, and the Guaran- 
L tee was to be according to the Terms of 
the Pragmatic SanCtion ?, that is, Salvo jure 
- cujuslibet b. 5 8 
1 Upon the Deceaſe of Charles the Sixth, 
— | of glorious Memory, the Arch-Ducheſs his 
* eldeſt Daughter, took Poſſeſſion of his exten- 
Tz ſive Dominions. The King of Pruſſia re- 
- vived his Pretenſions to ſome Parts of Sile- 
a fa, and the EleQor of Bavaria claimed the 
entire Succeſſion to the Dominions of the 
- Houſe of Auſtria. 


2 See Appendix, No. II. b App. No. III. - 
The 
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The Empire was without a Head, the 
Laws aſleep, a War kindled on the part of 
Pruſſia, upon Pretenſions which had been 
given up by Treaty, and for which that 
Houſe had received a valuable Conſidera- 
tion *; and on the Part of Bavaria a Claim 
was inſiſted on, which had given the Alarm 
to the deceaſed Emperor ſome time before 
his Death. The Queen of Hungary applied 
herſelf to all the Powers that had guaran- 
tee'd the Pragmatic SanCtion, and particu» 
larly to the Republic, demanding the. Per- 
formance of that Guarantee. The Repub- 
lic immediately offered its good Offices, and 
if they ſhould prove unſucceſsful, a Sum of 
Money in lieu of the five thouſand. Men, 
according to the Stipulations in which we 
were engaged by Treaty; the Laws and 


Conſtitutions of the Empire, which we had 


likewiſc guarantee'd, rendering it impoſſible 


for us to march any Troops thither. 


But the Electorate of H-—r, always 


ready to fiſh in troubled Waters, thought 


ſhe had a good Game to play, and confi- 


dering only the great Advantages ſhe might 


be able to make, formed, or at leaſt is gene- 


rally ſuppoſed to have formed a Deſign to 


convert into an offenſive Treaty againſt the 

King of Prufjia, the defenſive Guarantee 

ſtipulated by the Treaty of Vienna; and 
2 See Appendix, No. IV. : | 

ex- 


CEE 
expecting to find in the other Powers, whoſe 
Dominions border upon thoſe of Pra, 
the ſame inſatiable Thirſt after other Mens 
Property, the is ſuppoſed to have got pre- 
ſented to them, by an indirect Mechod, a 
Propofition for making a Partition of the 
Pruffian Dominions, reſerving, however, the 
principal Share to herſelf. This Project was 
received by all thoſe, ro whom it was com- 
municated, and even by the Queen of Hun- 
gary herſelf, wich that Indignation it highly 
delves... „ | 

The Empire, and all the Powers that 
have an Intereſt in its Preſervation, con- 
ceived that it was abſolutely neceſſary to 
chuſe it a Head as foon as poſſible, in or- 
der to awaken its Laws, oF | to give them 
that Activity which was neceſſary for ex- 
tinguiſhing the Flames of War then raging 

therein, and which threatned a general 
Conflagration in that formidable Body. 
Two Candidates preſented themſelves, 
the Elector of Bavaria, and the Great 
Duke of Tuſcany. Every Man of common 
Senſe immediately perceived, that the whole 
Empire, and all the Powers that had no View 
bur the Good of the Germanic Body, and © 
the Tranquillity of Europe, would unice their 
Endeavours in Favour of the former; for 
who could imagine, that the Empire would 
ever think of chuſing for its Head the 
Great Duke of Tuſcany, a foreign Prince, 


and 
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and one who had ſcarcely a Foot of Land 


within the Compals of the Empire? 


He was, tis true, married to the Queen 
of Hungary, who poſſeſſed the Dominions 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, the moſt exten- 
five and powerful of any in the Empire 
but this very thing was the greateſt Obje- 
ction againſt him; for what Seeds of Jea- 
louſy, Miſtruſt, and Diſſention would not 
thereby have been ſown? 

The Queen of Hungary, you know, poſ- 
ſeſſes the Auſtrian Dominions by Virtue of 
the Pragmatick Sanction, by which thoſe 
Dominions are always to go according to 
the Order of Primogeniture thereby eſta- 
bliſhed*. If the Great Duke of Tuſcany, 
declared Co-Regent, had found himſelf 
inveſted with the Imperial Dignity and 
Power, what Chance would the Prin- 
ceſſes, born Arch-Ducheſſes, have had for 


the Succeſſion to which they are called, in 


Caſe it ſhould become open by the Death 
of the Queen of Hungary without Chil- 


| dren, or by the Failure of the Heirs of her 


Body? Who can ever imagine, that the 
Moderation of any Man poſſeſſed of the 
Imperial Power, and Co-Regent of ſo many 
and ſuch powerful Dominions, would have 


been ſo extraordinary, as to induce him to 


See Appendix No. V. 6 
abdicate 


_” * 
abdicate all thoſe Dominions, and transfer 
them quietly to another, eſpecially as he 
was thereby to reduce himſelf almoſt to 
nothing? Can you therefore ſuppoſe that 
Princes ſo powerſul as thoſe that are in- 
tereſted in that Succeſſion, would have 
been ſo forgerful of their own Intereſt, as 
to acquieſce, much leſs to co-operate in the 
Election of the Great Duke? Do you be- 
lieve that any of thoſe Powers, who were 

Guarantees. of the Pragmatick Sanction, 
would ever think of ſuch a thing? We, 

A real War being lighted up in Germa- 
ny between the Queen of Hungary and the 
King of Pruſſia, about Pretenſions which 
he thought he had to ſome Parts of Silgſa; 
and a Paper War begun between the Elector 
of Bavaria, who claimed the entire Suc- 
ceſſion to the Dominions of the Houſe of 
Auſtria, and the Queen of Hungary, who 
was in Poſſeſſion of them; every one ex- 
peed with Impatience, that a Head ſhould 
be given to the Empire, who, by reviving its 
Laws and Conſtitutions, with the Concurrence 
of the States and Princes thereof, and the good 
Offices of the Powers concerned for its Pre- 
ſervation, might ſtifle the War in its Infan- 
cy, by commanding the contending Parties: 
to lay down their Arms, and ſubmir to the 


Tribunals of the Empire, which would 
have 
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have decided their reſpective Pretenfions, 
according, to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
the Empire, and would have taken effectu- 
al Meaſures for compelling the moſt obſti- 
nate to ſubmit to their Deciſions. 

None of the foreign Powers would there- 
fore take Part in theſe Diſputes, any other 
Way than by their good Offices; but the Ele- 
ctorate of H — , with ſome ſuch View 
as 1 have hinted, aſſembled its Troops, 
which, upon the King of Pruſſia's invatling 
Sileſia, had been augmented with ſix thou- 
fand Men; the Damſb and Heſſian Troops, 
in Britiſh Pay, were joined to them, and a 
formidable Body of Engliſp Troops were 
prepared to imbark, ſome of them having 
been marched from the moſt remote Parts 
of the Kingdom for that purpoſe, and in- 
camped at Colcheſter, in order to join the 

Army aſſembled at H x, under the 
Command of his B — e Majeſty. | 
The Republick, being juſtly alarmed at a 
Step ſo inconſiderate, what did ſhe not do 

by the ſtrongeſt and moſt prudent Repre- 
ſentations to the Electoral Miniſters? With 
what Earneſtneſs did ſhe not repreſent, that 
they were going to raiſe a general Combuſ- 
tion in Europe, which might occaſion the 
utter Subverſion of the Empire: That it 
was unjuſt ſo much as to think of giving 
| Laws 
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Laws to the Empire, and much more to 
think of ſeizing and parcelling out the Domi- 
nions of one of its moſt conſiderable Mem- 
bers: That by ſuch a Step the Princes, that 
ſhould ſee themſelves menaced by a foreign 
Army, would be reduced to the Neceflity, 
and would even be juſtified in calling like- 
wiſe ſome foreign Power to their Aid; and 
that France, in ſpite of its pacifick Inclina- 
tions, would find itſelf obliged: to march its 
Armies into Germany, which ic was the In- 
tereſt of all the other Powers of Europe to 
prevent. Nay, the Republick went ſo far as 
to refuſe a Paſſage through their Territories 
to the Engliſh Troops. | 
But 1 Electoral Miniſters would nei- 
ther give Ear to the Reaſons offered by 
the Reſublic, nor believe her Predictions. 
They ſtill went on in their own Courſe, 
and what the Republic had foretold, was 
confirmed by the Event. The Princes of 
the Empire, —_ faw themſelves threaten- 
ed by a foreign Army, called France to 
their Aid, which, till that Moment, had 
obſerved an exact Neutrality, without em- 
ploying any thing but her good Offices. 
The Crown of France being thus invit- 
ed by ſeveral of the moſt powerful Princes 
of the Empire, ſent two Armies into Ger- 
many; one for bridling the Electorate of 
9 Hom, 
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Hr, and the foreign Troops aſſembled, 
or expected there; and the other to the 
Aſſiſtance of the Princes who laid Claim 
to the Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
thoſe Princes having been joined by the E- 
lectoral Houſe of Saxony. Here you ſee 
the Effect of the fine Project formed by the 
Electorate of H——r; but it ſoon found 
itſelf in Danger of paying dear for this 
Project; and, if it had not been for the 
good Offices of the Republic, the Armies of 
France and Pruſſia would have entered in- 
to that Electorate, in ſuch a manner as 
would have been very far from being a- 
greeable. The Electorate being thus ſo 
formidably threatened, found itſelf obliged 
to ſubmit to Conditions, hard indeed, but 
not ſo hard as it had Reaſon to appre- 
hend. 

At laſt, the Election of an Emperor came 
on, which the Empire moſt earneſtly wiſh- 
ed for; and all the Voices were united in 
the Perſon of the Elector of Bavaria. He 
was immediately acknowledged by the 
whole Body of the Empire, except the 
Queen of Hungary, with whom he was 
then in actual War; and all the Powers of 
Europe congratulated him upon his Electi- 
on, as ſoon as it was notified to them. a 
| | LNE 
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The Republic, always ready to do her 


utmoſt for re-eſtabliſhing the Peace and 


Tranquillity of the Empire, offered a-new 
her good Offices to the Court of Vienna, 
and to the Imperial Court: She repreſented 
to them the Dangers and the Deſolation 
to which they were going to expoſe the Em- 
pire, by the Proſecution of ſuch a dangerous 
War: She endeavoured to make the Court 


of Vienna ſenſible, that the Emperor had 
great Pretenſions upon the Dominions of 


< the Houſe of Auſtria, and that ſome. of 
« them were not without Foundation *. 
« That the Houſe of Bavaria had done 
« eminent Services to the Arch-Ducal 
* Houſe of Auſtria; and that, without the 
e Aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Bavaria, it 
© might be doubted, whether the Houſe of 
ce Auſtria could now have been in Poſſeſ- 


t ſion, either of the Kingdom of Hungary, 


ce or the Territories of Bohemia : That they 
te ought 19 remember, how much the Ba- 
« varian Territories had ſuffered by the 
ce Arms of Sweden, for ſupporting the 


cc Houſe of Auſtria: That it was the Inte- 


te reſt of the Houſe of Auſtria to keep up 
« a perfect Friendſhip and good Correſpon- 
* dence with his Imperial Majeſty : That 


a See Appendix No VI. | 
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thereby they would inſure to themſelves 
the powerful Support of the Empire, in 
Oppoſition to any Defigns that might be 
formed againſt them in Hungary by the 
Turks, or againſt their Dominions in Tra- 
ly and the Netherlands by other Powers: 
That this was the more certain, becauſe 
his Imperial Majeſty being married to an 
Arch-Ducheſs, by whom he had Chil- 
dren, was in Intereſt concerned to pre- 
ſerve entire the Dominions of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, to which his Family was, by 
the Pragmatic Sanction, to ſucceed in 
their Turn, next after the Houſe of Sa- 
xony: That the other Princes, who form- 
ed Pretenſions upon any of thoſe Domi- 


nions, would find themſelves obliged to 


give over all forcible Meaſures, and would 
be obliged, according to the Laws and 


Conſtitutions of the Germanic Body, to 


oſecute their Claims in a legal Manner 
before the Tribunals of the Empire; and 
that his Imperial Majeſty's Moderation 
was ſuch as gave Room to hope, that an 
End fo ſalutary might be accompliſhed, 
without any great Loſs to her Hungarian 
Majeſty. 
At the ſame Time the Republic cauſed Re- 


preſentations to be made to the Imperial 
Court, © That the War already kindled might 


become fatal to the Empire, which, by 


* weakning 


( 


weakning itſelf, might give Encourage- 


ment to neighbouring ambitious Princes 
to form moſt deſtructive Deſigns againſt 
it; and that theſe, the Emperor, as being 


the worthy Head of ſuch a powerful Bo- 
dy, was in Duty bound to guard againſt 
and prevent: That this the Empire ex- 


pected from his paternal Affection, which 


* ought to put an End to the Misfortuncs 


with which it was afflicted and torn to 
pieces: That it was his Intereſt to pre- 


vent the ruining and diſmembering the 
Auſtrian Dominions, which were entail- 


ed upon his Poſterity, and to which they 
might one Day ſucceed: That from his 
Imperial Majeſty's Magnanimity it was 


expected, that he would be ready to ſa- 


crifice his Rights, were they even incon- 
teſtable, to the Repoſe of the Empire, 
and the Wiſhes of Europe: That it 
ought to be conſidered as the reciprocal 
Intereſt of their Imperial and Hungarian 


Majeſties to live together in perfect Ami- 


ty and good Correſpondence, by whieh 
his Imperial Majeſty, being aſſiſted by 
the great Power of the Houle of Auſtria, 
would always be in a Condition to op- 
poſe any Defigns that might be formed 
againſt the Good of the Empire, ar the 
Dignity of its Head; and it was not 

. a cc to 
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e to be doubted, but that the Houſe of Au. 


„ ftria would at all times concur with the 
* other States and Provinces of the Empire, 
« 1n all Meaſures that might be thought 


* 


neceſſary for ſo good an End: That the 
[ Houſe of Auſtria could not avoid think- 
1 < ing that the Friendſhip of the Emperor, 
Sl. « and the powerful Aid of the Empire, 
1 « were neceſſary for her, in order to defend 
1 « her againſt the Attempts of the Turks in 
Wl | « Hungary, and againſt the Deſigns which 
ll « ſome ambitious Powers might form upon 
« her Dominions in {faly and the Ne- 
therlands: That the Republic made no 
« Doubt, but that the Queen of Hungary, 
« after mature Conſideration, would allow 
herſelf to be prevailed on to give his Im- 
« perial Majeſty a ſuitable Satisfaction, for 
« the ſake of re-eſtabliſhing a Peace and 
« Friendſhip, ſo neceſſary for the Good of 
« the Empire in particular, and for the 
« Good of Europe in general; and that the 
« Republic would look upon it as a very 
« particular Obligation put upon herſelf, 
« and would employ her whole Care for 
« attaining ſo deſirable an End. 

The Republic found in the Emperor all 
the Moderation there was Room to ho 
for from his Magnanimity ; and the Steddi- 
neſs of the Queen of Hungary began to 
give Way. Even France — 
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Affair in ſuch a Manner, and ſhewed fo 
much Readineſs, that the Republic conceiv- 
ed great Hopes of being able co extinguiſh 
the Flames of War, and to reſtore Peace and 
Tranquillity to the Empire. | 
But the Electorate of H——-r interpoſ- 
ed, and traverſed the whole. I fay, the E- 
lectorate of H 7; for who can imagine, 
that Great Britain would ſo much as have 
thought of preventing the Houſe of Au- 
Aria's being ſaved, and Peace being reſtor- 
ed to the Empire, ſince we ſee her putting 
herſelf to an immenſe Charge, hiring 
| Troops at a prodigious Price, tranſporting 
Armies to the Continent at a great Ex- 
pence, endeavouring to form Alliances, 
_ threatening, right or wrong, all thoſe who 
think they ought not ro enter into her 
Views; and all this, as ſhe every where de- 
clares, for the Support of the Houſe of Au- 
friria, and re-eſtabliſhing the Peace of the 
Empire. After all this, can it be ſuppoſed, 
that Great Britain would have been a Hin- 
drance, when the Republic was in a Method, 
almoſt certain, of obtaining the fame End, 
without putting Great Britain to one Half. 
penny Charge. The Court of Great Bri- 
tam even knows perfectly well, that the Re- 
public would have been fond of having the 
powerful Mediation of that Court, joined 
| D with 
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with her own, for obtaining thoſe Ends, 
that were in themſelves ſo falutary. _ 
But the Electorate of H——# took all 
imaginable Pains to render abortive the Care 
which the Republic had taken for reſtoring 
the Peace of the Empire, and of Europe, 
and from which they had Reaſon to hope 


for Succeſs, in Conſequence of their wiſe 


Remonſtrances, and diſintereſted Mediation. 
The Electorate left no Stone unturned ; 
they applied themſelves to the Court of Vi- 
enna: There they talked of the inexhauſti- 
ble Treaſures, and numerous Forces of the 
Britiſh Nation, and that it was ready to 
ſcatter the former with Profuſion, and ta 
cauſe the latter to act with Vigour, in Sup- 
port of the Houſe of Auſtria, provided that 
Court would put a Confidence in them, and 
adopt ſuch Plans as they ſhould ſketch out; 
They made that Court dream of ſeeing a 


Bouleverſement of Affairs in the Empire; 


its Sovereign depoſed, and the Great Duke 
of Tuſcany raiſed to the Imperial Throne; 
the Powers in Alliance againſt the Houſe of 
Auſtria terrified and humbled ; the Bava- 
rian Territories ſwallowed up, and be- 


come Parcel of the Dominions of the Arch- 


Ducal Houſe of Auſtria; the auxiliary 
Troops of France hunted out of Germany; 
Alſace and Lorain teſtored to the Houſes 
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of Auſtria and Lorain; and the Frontier of 
France contracted upon every Side. 

All theſe fine Things were preſented to 
the Imagination of the Court of Vienna; 
but, for obtaining ſo great Advantages, it 


Was ſaid to be neceſſary for that Court, to 


begin with giving Satisfaction to the King 
of Pruſſia, in order to detach him from his 
Allies; the certain Conſequence of which, 

if it ſhould happen, would be, that his Prufe 
ian Majeſty, fearing the Reſentment of the 
Houſe of Bavaria, and the other Powers, 
his Allies, whom he had thus forſaken, 
would find himſelf under a Neceſſity of at- 
taching himſelf entirely to the Court of 
Vienna, and that of the Electorate of H—r 

who, by this Means, would have an Op- 
portunity of making uſe of his great Army 
for the Accompliſhment of ſuch vaſt De- 

ſigns. But for this purpoſe it was faid to 


be neceſſary, that the Satisfaction given to 


his Pruſſian Majeſty, ſhould even exceed 
his moſt ſanguine Hopes, and that it ſhould 

paſs through the Hands of the Court of 
H r, to the End that the King of 
Pruſſia, in Conſideration of ſo great Bene- 
fits received, might be. induced to forgive 
what was ſuppoled, as I have already men- 
tioned, to have been deſigned againſt him, 


by chat Court for its own Advantage, and 


for the Advantage, as it thought, of the 
D 2 Court 
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Court of Vienna; and that the Electorate 
of H——-7, being thus delivered from all 
Apprehenfions of Reſentment'on the Part of 
Pruſſia, might join its Troops to thoſe of 
Great Britain, and Auſtria. And farther, 
it was ſaid, that whatever this Satisfaction 
might be, which the Court of Vienna was 
to give to Pruſſia, it could thereby loſe. 
nothing, becauſe the Britiþ' Court would 
engage to procure for the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria an Equivalent more than” ſufficient ; 
and; that, happen what would, the Houſe 
of Auſtria might find Opportunities enough 
for reclaiming whatever it might then be 
obliged to yield to a ſuperior Fortec, and the 


Perverſeneſs of the Times. 


To the Misfortune of the Houſe bf Au- 
Aria, of the Empire, and of Europe, theſe 
Repreſentations, which ſeem not only per- 
plexing, but a little inconſiſtent with Ju- 
ſtice and Equity, prevailed at the Court of 
Vienna over the prudent and equitable 
Counſels of the Republic. 

The Treaty of Breſau was concluded 
by the Mediation of Great Britain, where- 
by Sileſia, and the County of Glatz, were 
yielded to the King of Pruſſia; and the 
Houſe of Auſtria ſtript of the fineſt, the 
richeſt, and the moſt uſeful Province in her 
Dominions, which brought her in annuall 
four Millions five Hundred thouſand F "_ 
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of the Rhine, about five hundred thouſand 
Pounds Sterling per Annum. 
This Treaty was concluded at a Time, 
and in a Manner, that the Electorate of 
H r imagined ſhe had all the Reaſon 
in the World to rejoice at it; becauſe it 
was ſuppoſed, that the Reſentment of the 
Emperor and his Allies, would carry them 
o ſuch a Height as to declare War againſt 
King of Pruffa, for leaving them in 
ſuch an abrupt Manner, which might af- 
ford the Electorate of L an Opportuni- 
ty of getting ſome Conceſſions, or ſome new 
Engagements from Pruſſia. But they 
found themſelves miſtaken: His Imperial 
Majeſty, and his Allies, though ſenſible of 
the Uſage they bad met with from the 
King of Prufia, believed, nevertheleſs, that, 
in — and Moderation, hey ought to 
acquieſce; and, accordingly, they did ac- 
quieſce in what he had done: And, on the 
other Hand, the King of Fruſſia wiſely 
conſidered, that he could neither with Ju- 
ſtice nor Prudence, enter into the Views of 
the Electorate of Hr; and thereby 
not only riſque, loſing what, he had with 
ſo much Difficulty acquired, but attack his 
Friends, who were, in ſome Meaſure, im- 
barked in the ſame Intereſt with him, and 
to whom he could not but acknowledge, 
that he owed a very great Obligation; for 
| Fr 
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if Bavaria had not declared, nor France in- 
terpoſed, the greateſt Part of his Dominions 
would, in all Probability, have been'made a 


Prey to the Reſentment of the Court of Vi- 
enna, and the Ambition of the Electorate of 


H, ſupported by che Purſe and Power 
of G , H. 

Good God! Is this ſupporting the Houſe 
of Auſtria? Is this eſtabliſhing an Equili- 
brium among the Powers of Europe? Is the 
Houſe of Auiſtria ſo formidable, that it be- 


came neceſſary to retrench her Power, by 


ſtripping her of ſo extenſive and ſo rich a 


— 


Territory? In the Year 1717 and 1718 


this Houſe was not among yoù deemed ſo 
formidable, ſince you then put yourſelves 
to ſuch an Expence, and did ſuch an Inju- 


ry to your Trade, in order to gain for her 


the Kingdom of Sicily. In the Year 1721, 
indeed, you ſuddenly altered your Opinion, 
I ſhall not ſay cauſeleſly; for the Cauſe is 
well known, though it had no Relation ei- 
ther to Britain, or the Balance of Power in 


Europe. Lou then thought the Power of 


the Houſe of Auſtria ſo great, that it endan- 


gered the Liberties of Europe. There was 


no Safety for them, but by Great Britain's 
uniting itſelf with the two Branches of the 
Houſe of Bourbon in the Treaty of Madrid 
June iz u 172 1. In the Lear 1725, and 
tor ſome Years following, you continued M 

| the 
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the ſame Opinion; and nothing could fave 
Europe from the too great Power of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, but the Introduction into 
Italy of the Troops, and a Prince of the 
Houſe of Bourbon. But you ought to have 
conſidered, that, after the great Loſſes, 
which the Houſe of Auſtria has ſuffered in 
Hungary, and by being: diſpoſſeſſed of the 
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, and of a 
Part of the Milaneſe; and after the Addi- 
tion of Lorain, Naples; and Sicily to the 
Houſe of Bourbon, the Power of the former 
is neither really nor comparatively ſo great 
as it was, nor near ſo conſiderable as to bear 
diveſting itſelf of the Dutchy of Sila, and 
County of Glatz, witdout weakning that Ba- 
lance of Power, which, at preſent, you boaſt 

ſo. much of deſigning to re- eſtabliſn. 
Your Conduct in the North has been 
much the ſame; - The Crown of Sweden 
was formerly one of the moſt powerful Sup- 
ports of the Proteſtant Religion, and of 
the Liberties of Europe, having been among 
the firſt that gave a Check to the growing 
Power of France, by a League with your 
King Charles the Second. When that Na- 
tion, in the Fear 1715, was reduced to a 
Condition that deſerved Pity, ſtripped of ſo 
many, and ſuch fine Provinces, and oppreſ- 
ſed by a Confederacy of all the Northern 
Powers againſt it; the Electorate of H + 
+ 7 mn imagined, 
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wmagined, it ſeems, that the Balance of 


Power f in the North required Great Bri- 
 tain's joining itſelf with fo many other E- 


nemies, who, at that Time, overwhelmed 
that unfortunate Kingdom. It is true, in- 
deed, that when Sweden found herſelf o- 
bliged to yield up to the Electorate of 
Hr her Right to the Duchies of Bre- 
men and V erden, that Electorate began to 
think otherwiſe, and Sweden was to be ſup- 
ported againſt Rigſia, at the Expence of the 
Trade and Treaſure of Gf B-—=—=z; ; but 
when it found, that there was nothing more 
to be got, Good Night, Gentlemen, the 
Curtain is down, and Sweden was forced to 
procure Peace for herſelf 10 another Cel- 
nion to the C2ar. | 

The Electorate of H having Alus 
ſprung her Mine, with pare to Pruſſia, 
but without doing Hurt to any one except 
the Queen of Hungary, it began then to 


think of mee Applications to our 168 
| Public. 


On the other Hand" the Republic als 
tender and vigilant,” had never ceaſed" em- 
ploying her good Offices for Te-eftabliſhing 
the Tranquility of the Empire, and of Eu- 

rope; and now ſeeing, by the Defection of 
Pruſſia, a Superiority of Force in Germany 
on che Side of the Court of Vienna, and 
that the Auſtrian Armies had already! in- 
vaded 


4 25 
vaded the Dominions of the Electoral 
Houſe of Bavaria, and blocked up the 
French Army in che City, of Prague, ſhe 
redoubled her Applications; for ſhe preſent- 
ly ſaw, that France would be obliged to 
march a greater Force into Germany, which 
might occaſion a general Deſolation... On 
the Part of the Imperial. Court, and alſo on 
the Part of the Court of France, ſhe found 
great Compliances; but on the Part of the 
Court of Vienna, inſtigated by the Miniſters 
of H 2 ſhe found. no Ground. to hope. 
There ſhe found 2 Haughtineſs and Obſti- 
nacy inſurmountable; ſo that ſhe loſt all 
Hopes of procuring for the Empire or Eu- 


rope, a Peace, which both ſtood ſo much 1 in 
need of. 


The. Miniſters of 8 3 had, 
from. the very Beginning of thoſe Misfor- 
tunes that afflict the Empire, endeavoured 
to draw the Republic into the Schemes of 
the Electotate of H r, by Inſinuations, 
by Threats, and by other Methods not at 
all proper; but the Repubhc, always wile 
and proyident, withſtood all the Arts. pra- 
Kiſed by your M s; and therefore they 
at laſt reſolved to compel her, whether ſhe 
would or no, to act. in Concert with them. 
Upon this they formed that wiſe Enterpriſe, 
of ſending a Body of fifteen or - ſixteen 
thouſapd., of their Troops to Flanders, 

SB threaten» 
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threatening to attack Dunkirk, and to invade 
the Kingdom of France: They even ſent 
them thither without ſo much as previouſly 
conſulting the Republic, though they pro- 
feſs to live in perfect Friendſhip with her, 
though they confeſs, as well as ſhe does, 
that the Intereſts of both Nations are inſe- 
parable, and tho'.they know very well, how 
much the Republic has at Heart the pre- 
ſerving of the Netherlands in the ſame Con- 

dition they are at preſennt. 
The Deſign of your Miniſters in this 
wiſe Enterpriſe, was eaſily ſeen through: 
They had a Mind that France, ſeeing her- 
ſelf threatened upon the Side of Flanders by 
ſuch a feeble Force, might think herſelf 
juſtified in attacking the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands; and as the Republic could not quiet- 
ly ſee ſuch an Attack carried on, ſhe would 
be obliged to. fly to their Defence. Thus 
a War being once broke out between the 
Republic and ſuch a powerful Kingdom as 
France, they thought ſhe would then find 
herſelf under a Neceſſity of applying to the 
Court of GB u for their Compaſſion 
and Aſſiſtance; and, in that Caſe, they 
might have preſcribed to her ſuch Condi- 
tions, however hard, as they thought were 
neceſſary for carrying on the Schemes of the 
Electorate of . But France hav- 
ing diſcovered the Mine, took eare to act, 
upon 


„ 
upon that Occaſion, with all the Juſtice 
and Moderation the Republic could expect 
from her. She contented herſelf with co- 
vering her Frontiers and putting herſelf in 
a Condition to repel Force by Force; not- 
withſtanding her having Troops enough ready 
for invading the Auſirian Netherlands with 
undoubted Succeſs, in ſpight of the Troops 
which G- f B—7 had there; fo that the Re- 
public found herſelf under the diſagreeable 
Neceſſity of cauſing it to be repreſented to the 
Mrs of Gt B-, that if they began 
Hoſtilities in Flanders, ſhe muſt oppoſe them, 
and, with Grief, would find herſelf under a 
Neceflity of coming to Extremities with a 
Nation, for which ſhe had a moſt fincere 
Friendſhip and real Tenderneſs; and which 
was, in Intereſt bound, 00 have the fame 
for the {er et f 
'The Moderation of Prdbike' and the Re- 
ſolution taken by the Republic, prevented 
the Evils, which the Britiſb Miniſters had 
done all they could to give Birth to. But 
can the Republic, after doch a Declaration, 
be quite eaſy, when they fee not only a Bo- 
dy of B. p Troops continued in Flanders, 
but alſo a large Body of Hanoverrans and 
Heſſant taken into 'B. Pay, and march- 
ed into that Country? What is the Deſign 
of all theſe Movements? For what 01 are 
the Treaſures and Troops of B thus 
. * 


„ 
employed, I ſhall not ſay, ſquandered away? 
The whole World knows, that it is nei- 
ther the Intereſt, nor ought it to be the De- 
ſign, of Gt B x to make foreign Con- 
queſts, This never was, it never ought to 
be, it never can be, the Defign of G 
B——7, no more than of the Republic, as 
long as B — 5 Counſels are governed by 


War; it is likewiſe eaſy to form” Aattering 
Ideas of Victories and Conqueſts; but the 
Event, the End of it is uncertain. Of this 
Gt Bz has very lately had Expe- 
rience. No one, 1 believe, can” accuſe the 
Republic of Puſillanimity. Her Courage, 
her Reſolution, have more than onte ſaved 
Europe. There ate few Powers i Europe 
that can fail remembering it. Would to 
God? that, for the future, you would conſi- 
der Things more maturely at L —n! May 
« 4 1 
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the Intereſt and the Happineſs of the Britiſo 
Nation for ever be the chief Aim of all 
your Counſels. May they be a pre- 
ferred to the ſelfiſh WE of foreign Coun- 
ſels. As you cannot be ſuppoſed to want 
Capacity, I hope no B ſh Adminiſtration, 
much leſs a B — /þ. Parliament, will ever, 
for the ſake of any private View, allow 
their Country to be made the Cats Paw by 
any foreign Council wharfoever.: . b « FE 
After what I have. now wrote to you, 
which conſiſts, chiefly in, Matters of F act, ſo 
inconteſtable, that I defy any one to con- 
tradict them; you will, I hope, do Juſtice 
to our Republic, and applaud her Conduct, 
as much as you have Reaſon to blame your 
own: By making you believe, you are often 
led into expenſive and dangerous Schemes, 
with which you have nothing to do, and 
ſometimes ſuch as are directly oppoſite to 
what you intend. But how can it be other- 
wiſe,” fince; you are generally kept in the 
dark; denied the neceflary Lights, and o- 
bliged to determine yourſelves by what o- 
thers are pleaſed to tell you, It is not ſo 
wich us: Our Reſolutions, which lie open 
to every one, are a, Teſtimony of it. Thoſe 
who think orherwiſe,; muſt be extremely 
98 of ag happy wee 80 our 
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In your Letter you mention the ſupport- 
ing a Balance of Power in Europe; that 
the Houle of Bourbon ſeems Teady, to ſwal- 
low it vp; and that Britain only can pre- 
vent this fatal Event. You make my Blood 
riſe to hear you talk ſo; nötkeit hang 
the Phlegm of. us, Hollunders, my Patience 
can hardly bear it. Have you forgot the 
very Name of Utrecht ? Have you forgor, 
that Europe owes, in a great Meaſure, the 
Balance of Power, ſuch. as it was; that was 
eſtabliſhed at that Time, to the Conduct 
and Magnanimity of the Republic? Have you 
forgot all that your late M ts did for 
the Subverſion of that Balance of Power, 
which you, in England, make ſuch a Noiſe 
about? Have you forgot how much Bri- 
tifh Treaſure has been ſquandered away for 
aggrandizing the Houſe of Bourbon; which, 
at preſent, ſeems to you to be fo formida- 
ble. Would to God your late M. 
had given themſelves leſs Concern about il 
Balance of Power; and that the Powers of 
Europe had ſhewn more Deference to rhe 
wiſe Counſels of Big Republic, and leſs to 
the perplexed oh IDIOT. of your” late 


4 * 
„ ” Aa 


W 


The Republic, in the Tie tb makes, 
yore always in View the Good of her na- 
tive Country, and of her Allies: She never 

was, 
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was, nor ever will be, directed by the ſelf- 
1h Views 'of any foreign State; and ſhe 
makes it a; Matter of Conſcience, ſhe makes 
it her Glory to obſerve religiouſly the Trea- 
ties ſhe makes, not only becauſe it is her 
Duty, but becauſe it is her Intereſt ſo to 
do. I wiſh your Miniſters, may, in Time 
to come, be able, with Truth, to y as 
much. 

One muſt be alcogether ignorant of the 
Conſtitution of our Republic, to be able t 
imagine or ſuſpect, that it is bribed, or —5 
its Members are in any Pay whatſoever, ei- 
ther Foreign or Domeſtic. In a Country 


governed by a Prime Miniſter, and where 


there are many lucrative Poſts and Places 
at the ſole Diſpoſal of that Miniſter, fo- 
reign Gold, or foreign Influence may pre- 
vail; becaule 3 it may be applied to that ſole 
Miniſter, and, by Means of the many lu- 
crative Potts N Places he has at his ole: 
Diſpoſal, he may bring the other Members 
of the Government to concur wich him, or 
approve of his Meaſures, though apparent-: 
ly inconſiſtent with, the. true | Intereſt of 
their Country But, with us, chis is impoſ- 
fible, for two very ſubſtantial Reaſons: 
You, muſt, or you ought to know, that che 
Reſolutions of the Nepublie muſt be unani- 
mous. e States General can come to 

no 
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no Reſolution without the Conſent of. each 
particular Province; and the States of. each 
Province muſt have the Conſent. of each 
particular City in, that Province, before 
they can approve, or diſapprove. of what is 
propoſed in the States General; ſo that the 
leaſt conſiderable City, in any of our Pro- 
vinces, may put a Stop to the moſt impor- 
tant Reſolution; and it is impoſſible to ap- 
ply foreign Gold to the gaining of every 
particular City; eſpecially if the Meaſure 
be ſuch as is apparently inconſiſtent with 
the true Intereſt of our Country. 
This is one Reaſon why it is impoſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that the Republic is ever bribed; 
and the other proceeds from our having 
few, and no very lucrative Poſts or Places 
in our Government. We haye with us 
none of thoſe great and lucrative Employ- 
ments, which ate chöe conſtant, Equigage of 
a Court, and which your M xs are ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to know how to manage 
to the, belt Advantage. The moſt conſide- 
rable Employments with us are not com- 
parable, with regard to. their Profits, ro 
many of the Clerkſhips in your Offices; and 
the public Money is laid out with the moſt 
erat Oeconomy,. which 100 way be con- 
vinced of by readin; the Wiegel of our 


Council of State. Here, we. ſerye the State 


7 
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ye; the Good of our Country requires 
it: The Profits can never be the rn * | 
any Man's Deſire to ſerve, "becauſe the | 
rad inconſiderable, and the Pains and Frou- 
ble extremely great. But we think our ſelves 
abundantly femunerated by the Satisfaction 
we inwardly feel, in contributing to the 
Advantage and Good of our Country. 
Vou muſt from hence perceive, that we 
neither have, nor can have a Prime Mini- 
ſter. A Member of our Government may, 
by his Wiſdom, his Magnanimity, or his 
Eloquence, have great Authority, but he 
can have no Power over his Fellow-Mem- 
bers: He may convince them, but he can- 
not corrupꝭ them; therefore, were he 
{o baſe as to allow hitnſelf to be btibed by 
a foreign Court, he could do it very little 
Service, becauſe he could not convince the 
whole Republic, which conſiſts of ſo many 
diſtinct Members, and ſo many diſtinct Al- 
ſetnblies, to do any thing that but ſeemed 
inconſiſtent wich the God of their Coun- 
try; and this is a moſt ſubſtantial Reaſon, 
why no ſuch ching will ever be attempted 
by any foreign Chur whatever. 
But ſüppole it poſſible ro bribe the Mem- 
bers of out Republic, and to bring them all 
into the pay of a Foreign Wer you will, 
I believe, agree with me, that our 
| lic is not ſuch a trifling Object as not 2 
F = 
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deferve the Care of your Miniſters, who, if 
we on this Side the Water, be not miſta- 
ken, are dextrous enough at this practice, 
and that they ſpare neither Pains nor Ex- 
pence to ſucceed in it. The Bills brought 
in almoſt every Seſſion of Parliament upon 
this Subject, and continually oppoſed by your 
Adm — tion with Succeſs; and the con- 
ſtant Evaſion of the moſt expreſs Laws a- 
gainſt this practice, are a Teſtimony, that 
your Circumſtances ne Ae from 
8... 

The Power of os Deen is inconte- 
ſtably very great, but we, your Friends and 
natural Allies, ſee, with Grief, the man- 
ner in which you weaken it, by uſing it 
ſo often without an End, without _ viſt 
ble. Cauſe. 4 

Lou talk bf: your Righest is due, nd 
are in G B, many particular Per- 
ſons extremely rich; but your State; is it 
not in a moſt frightful Diſorder? The Sub- 
jet over - loaded with Taxes: An Immenſe 
Debt of above fifty Millions flarling; and a 
good many of chat Millions due to Foreign- 

ers, which makes an annual Draught upon 
your Balance of Trade, or à yearly Increaſe 
of that Draught for the future: No ſuffici- 
ent Funds for defraying the annual neceſ- 
fary Charge of your Government in time of 

Peace, without incroaching upon the Fund 


C 2 Þ- 


(35) 
appropriated to the payment of your Debt, 
and for ſome time held to be ſacred: Bor- 
rowing Money by Millions yearly in time of 
War, and thereby increaſing, from Year. to 

Vear, your preſent prodigious Load of Debt. 
For my part, I am amazed, how people 
wich you, can ſleep quietly in their Beds, 
without apprehending the State to be in 
Danger of becoming B pt. If this 
ſhould happen, which God forbid! it will 
_ occaſion ſuch Convulſions as may produce 
an entire Boulverſement in the Conſtitution 

ab welken Government of G-: B — . 
The Republic ſees all this with Trouble 
a Fear. You know, that a great many 
of her Subjects have conſiderable Sums in 
your Funds. The Republic ſees the Dan- 
ger they are in: If ſhe ſhould make them 
ſenſible of their Danger, it might anticipate 
the Evil there is too much Reaſon to fear, 
and which, if it ſhould happen, will bring 
not only a Deſolation upon a Nation, which 
is and ought to be dear to her, but a Deſo- 
lation, in which a great many of her own 
moſt conſiderable Subjects will find them - 
ſelves involved. Vou ought to call to mind 
the Affair of the South. Sta Company, and 
ſrom that Pattern judge of the Piece. 
In theſe Circumſtances, was it prudent for 
you to provoke in any manner a general 
War? Was it n for you to encourage 
= in 
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in the leaſt the Queen of Hungary, in refu- 
ſing to come to any Sort of Accommodation 
either with Pruſſia, or Bavaria? Was it 
prudent in you to order the Foreign Troops 
in your pay, to march into Germany in the 
Summer 1741, and thereby furniſh: France 
with an Excuſe for marching her great Ar- 
mies into Germany? Would it not have been 
better for you, and, I am ſure, much leſs 
expenſive, to have joined your good Offices 
with thoſe of the Republic, for reconciling 
the contending Parties, and for bringing on 
the Election of an Emperor as ſoon as poſſi- 

ble, that the Empire might have been in a 
Condition to determine the Diſputes ariſen 
among its oπ/õZn Members, and to act with 
united Force againſt ſuch as thould. refuſe 
to ſubmit to its Decrees. 

If the Elector of . had ** Wa 
ſon-- Emperor by your good Offices, joined 
with thoſe of France and the Republic; and 
if, by the ſame good Offices, he had come 
to an Accommodation with the Queen of 
Hungary, he would have owed no particu- 
lar Obligation to France, and conſequently, 
from his being Head of the Empire, as well 
as from his natural Temper, he would have 
been ready to have joined in a Confederacy 
againſt any future eee e 
of e Or. eber 5371 
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- The Power of the Houſe of 2uftria 
woulh it is true, have been leſſened, by one 
part of her: Dominions being given to Pruf- 
ſia and another to Bavaria; bur the Power 
of the Empire would have remained the 
ſame; and in this Caſe, Care might have 
been taken, that no part of the Auſtrian 
Dominions ſliould be yielded either to 
France or Spain. If either of them had in- 
ſiſted upon having a Share, it would have 
united che Empire, and all the Princes there 
of, with the Maritime Powers, in a Confede- 
racy againſt them, which is a Confeder 
they will men _ T bolivrep chute to 
cope with. | or 
It was Ane your Intereſb as well a8 
ours, not to meddle in the Diſputes ariſen 
among the Princes of Germany, any other 
Way than by our good Offices: It was our 
mutual Intereſt to have an End put to chem. 
either by an amicable Adjuſtment, or 
having the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Empire reſtored to their full Vigour, which 
could not be done, till an Emperor as cho- 
ſen. If both of vs had held this Conduct: 
If no Defigns | had been formed againſt 
Prufjac If no Foreign Froops in Britiſs 
Pay had entered Germany t If the Queen ef 
H fare vr” not been encouraged to expect 
Foreign Aſſiſtance; there was great Reaſon 
to hope that the Negotiations ſet on Foot 


by 


4 


(3) 
by the Republic, would have met wich not 
only a happy but a ſpeedy Succeſs. The 
King of Pruffe would at that time have 
hw ſatisfied with much leſs than he has 
got by the Treaty of Breſſau; and, tho the 


Duke of Bavaria laid Claim to all che. Do- 


minions of Auſtria, yet from the whole Te- 
nor of his Conduct it is plain, that he would 
have been ſatisfied withia very inconfidera- 
ble part, eſpecially if the Queen of Hungary 


had agreed to concut in his Election. This 


he — the rather have done, b-cauſe the 
King of Pruſſia was at firſt in no League 
or Alliance with him, but on the contrary 
had declared, that, if the Queen of Hy 
would give him Satisfaction with Regard 

to his Claims in S. leſia, which had nothing 
to do with the Pragmatic Sanction, he would 
ſupport her with all his Force, againſt all 
Incroachments upon that Settlement *;; and, 
from the complaiſant Reception, the good 
Offices of the Republic firſt mer with ac the 
Court of Vienna, ſhe had ſome Reaſon to 
expect, that the. Queen of Hungary might 
— been induced to giye a proper Satisfa- 
ction to both theſe Princes, upon their en- 
tering. into an Alliance for guaranteeing the 
reſt of her Dominions, which neither of 
them would in that Caſe have refuſed. 

But the e of the Electorate of H.—r 


2102771 — , 90; 
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embroiled, the whole: They produced 
an Obſtinacy in the Queen of Hungary, and 
a Jealouſy in the King of Priſtia, which 
threw the latter into the Arms of France, 


and made him enter into an Alliance with 
France and Bavaria. This gave France the 

Courage and the Power to march her Ar- 
mies into Germany; for ſne would not have 
ventured. to have marched a Man into that 


Country, if ſhe had been in Danger of hav- 


ing the Pruftian, and conſequently the 


Saxon Armies, joined with the Auſtrian a- 
gainſt her; and the Entry of the Daniſþ 
Troops in Britiſh pay furniſhed her with an 
Excuſe, which ſhe accordingly laid hold of. 
Thus, whatever may be the Event of the 
preſent War, and, God knows, it may be 
fatal enough, whatever Expence you or we 
may be put to, it muſt be wholly imputed 
to your giving fo much Ear to the 2 
ous Counſels of the Electorate of H 


and ſo little to the diſintereſted and pacific | 


Counſels of our Republic. 
I muſt therefore beſeech you; Sir, to have 


for the future a better Opinion of our Re- 


public. She juſtly thinks, that Peace is 
preferable to War; bur whenever her own 
Safety, or that of her Allies, or of Europe, 
ſhall make a War neceffary, ſhe will not 
balance a Moment: On the contrary, ſhe 
will immediately engage, and will proſecute 

It 


( 49 ) 

it wich that Vigour, Reſolution and Cou- 
rage, which ſhe has heretofore given ſo 
many Proofs of; and be aſſured, Sir, that 
ſhe will to the utmoſt of her Power endea- 
your to merit the Friendſhip and Affection 
ef a Nation, for which ſhe has an infinite 
Regard and Eſteem. 


8 am, Se. 


Hague, Dec. 17, 
1742. 
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Numb. I. 


C2 UNT Zintzendorff's Speech to their 1 
High Mgbtineſſes upon his communicat- n 
ing to them the Treaty of Vienna, April, 
1731. See Rouſſet's Collection, printed 
at the Hague, 1732. Vol. VI. pag. 99. 


His Imperial and Catholic Majeſty has 
ordered me to communicate to you the | 
Treaty concluded and figned at Vienna the 
16'* of laſt Month, between his Imperial 
and Catholic Majeſty. and the King of G: 
G | Br; 
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B — ; and to invite the Republic to en- 
ter thereinto, as a principal contracting 
Party. She is named therein as ſuch, be- 


cauſe his Imperial and Catholic Majeſty 
thought it moſt agreeable to the Glory of 


the States General, and that this Method of 
all others beſt ſhewed the Eſteem, which 


his Imperial and Catholic Majeſty has for 


the Friendſhip of your Republic, whoſe In- 
tereſts are by this Treaty ſo carefully provid- 
ed for, that, I hope, you will look upon it 
as an advantageous Treaty, and, if I may 
venture to ſay ſo, neceſſary for the Good of 
both Parties; and therefore, I hope, you 
will make no longer any Scruple to enter 
into reciprocal Engagements with the Em- 
peror. His Imperial and Catholic Majeſty 


could have wiſhed with all his Heart to 


have treated this Affair, from the Beginning 
to the End of the Negotiation, with the 
Concurrence of the Republic, but the Na- 
ture of the thing would not admit of it. He 
has charged me, Gentlemen, to aſſure you, 
that upon all Occaſions, he will put an en- 
tire Confidence in you, and will always con- 
cert with you whatever may relate to the 
Public Good. 

Letter 
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Letter wrote by their High Mightineſſes fo 
. the Provinces, upon ſ"nding them a Copy 
_ of this Treaty, April 75 TY See aitto, 


pag 70 


—— That the Earl of Cłeſterfield had 
declared to them, that his Britanic Majeſty 
ardently wiſhed to have begun and continued 
that Negotiation in Concert, and with the 
Approbation of the Republic, but that the 
Uncertainty of Succeſs, and the Secrecy upon 
which the Court of Vienna mas. inliſted, 
would not admit of it. 


3 II. 


The Act by which the States General concur- 
rid in the ſaid Treaty of Vienna, dated 


Feb. 20, 732. See ditto, pag. 442, 444. 


= 19%, RT Introduction. 


— With this View they have ex min- 
ed the Contents of the ſaid Treaty, and its 
ſeparate Articles and Declarations, and be- 
| G 2 ing 


( 44 ) 
ing perſuaded, that it is neither the Inten- 
tion nor the meaning of the ſaid Treaty, 
that by the Term, General and Reciprocal 
Guarantee, contained in the firſt Article 
thereof, any of the contracting Parties 
ſhould be obliged to ſupport or guarantee 
any Treaties unknown, in Confidence of 
ms. T7. wo | | 


Article I. 


We the Earls of Sintzendorſf and Chefter- 
field, &c. acknowledge the meaning put 
upon the Words, General and Reciprocal 
Guarantee, contained in the firſt Article of 
the ſaid Treaty, by the Lords the States Ge- 


neral, to be the true and genuine Senſe there- 


w> tk, fd Of kk. 6 - A , yY doe A „ AY we Io a 


Article II. 


As it 1s agreed by the firſt and ſecond Ar- 
ticles of the ſaid Treaty, that thoſe who 
ſhall be obliged, ſhall employ their whole 
Force in the Performance of the Guarantee 

. therein 
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therein mentioned, without regulating in 
what manner this ſhould be done, the contract- 
ing Parties have thought proper to agree 
amongſt themſelves upon it by a particular 
Article. Accordingly it is agreed, that, as 
often as the Caſe of the Guarantee mentioned 
in the firſt and ſecond Articles of the ſaid 
Treaty ſhall exiſt, the other Parties ſhall be 
obliged to ſend to the Party injured the fol- 
lowing Succouts, &c. and the Lords 

the States General four thouſand Foot and 
a thouſand Horſe ; and to obviate any 
Ambiguity as to the Value of thoſe Aids, it 
was thought proper to value a thouſand 
Foot at the Sum of ten thouſand Florins of 
Holland monthly, and a thouſand Horſe at 
the Sum of thirty thouſand, Sc. 
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(46) 
Numb. III. 


The Emperor's Commiſſorial Decree to the © 
Diet of Ratiſbon, with regard to the 
Pragmatic Sanction, dated October 18th, 
1731. See ditto p. 277. 


—— The Guarantee defired, no way 


| tends to the Prejudice of any Perſon what- 


ever; but only to defend every one's Pro- 


perty, &c. 


Numb. IV. 


A further Deduction, which proves, that the 
| Dutchies of Jaegerndorff, &c properly 
belong, by the Laws of Nature, and by 
the Conſtitution of the Empire, to the 
Royal Houſe of Pruſſia, &c. 1740 Chap. 
III. FN. 28. See Vol. XV. pag. 
238. 


It is not denied, that the Elector Frederic 
William did not, by the Satisfaction - Treaty 
concluded in 1686, come to an Accom- 
modation with the Houſe of Auſtria; or 

that 


| (47 ) 
that he did not accept, in lieu of the four 
Dutchies in queſtion, a certain Diſtrict of 
Country, commonly called the Circle of 
Sqwibus, with a Preteniion of the Houſe of 
Lichtenſtein, which might amount to abour 
a Million; or that, in Conſideration there- 
of, he did not renounce all his Pretenſions. 


It is likewiſe granted, that the Elector Fre- 


deric III. reſtored that Equivalent to the 
Houſe of Auſtria in 1:94, upon receiving 
ſomething in Return, of very little Import- 
ance. 


Numb. V. 


Pragmatic Sanction ſettled at Vienna, A. 
pril 19th 1713. See ditto Vol. VI. 282. 
Alſo Collection of Treaties publiſhed at 
London, Vol. IV. p. 145. 


In fine, that after the Caroline 
Line, at preſent upon the Throne, and the 
FJoſephine Line, the Arch-Ducheſſes, Siſters 
to his Imperial Majeſty, and all the other 
Lines of the moſt ſerene Arch-Ducal Houſe, 
| ſhall ſucceed according to their Right 

1 | of 
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of Primogeniture, and according t to the Or. 
der eſtabliſhed. | 


Numb. VI. 


A Contract of Reciprocal Entail made in 
1635 between the Emperor Ferdinand the 
Second, and the Elector Maximilian of 
Bavaria, at the Time he married the 
Arch - Ducheſs Mary-Anne, and after- 
wards when he aſſiſted the Emperor with 
all his Force in the War of Bohemia, by 
Virtue of which theſe two Princes were 
rectprocally to ſucceed, as to certain E- 


ſtates, after the Failure of Heirs Male Ll 
either. See Rouſſet. 


Contract made in the Year 1687 be- 
twixt the Emperor Leopold, and the laſt 
Elector of Bavaria, Maximilian-Emanuel ; 
by which, in Confideration of the great 
Services he had done, and the Aſſiſtance he 
had given to his Imperial Majeſty in 1683, 
when Vienna was beſieged by the Turks, 
the Emperor granted to him the eventual 
Succeſſion of the W of Hungary, 


in 
4 


(49) 
in Caſe the Houſe of Aufria ſhould fail 


of Heirs Male; foraſmuch as the Charges 


the Elector of Bavinia had been at, for 
the Relief of Vienna, and the Emperor's 
hereditary Countries, amounted to thirty= | 


two Millions. See ditto. 
o 


Numb. VII. 


The preſent Emperor's Commiſſorial Decree, 
communicated to the Diet of the Empire, 
September 11th, 1742. See Daily Ad- 
vertiſer, September 25th, 1742. 


That, as he deſires 19 more 
than to prevent a general War, and, above 
all, to remove it out of the Empire, he is 
ready to withdraw his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty's auxiliary Troops from Bohemia, and 
to ſend them back to France, evacuating, 
at the ſame Time, the City of Prague, and 
the whole Kingdom of Bobemia, provided 
the Court of Vienna will, the ſame Day, 
cauſe the City of Munich to be evacuated, 
and all Bavaria; ' Reſtitution: being to he 


made both upon the one Side and the o- 
ther. 


n 12 5 Numb. 


(530). 


Numb. vill. 


An ue + Count Gotter's VN eta ation 
at the Court of Vienna in December 
1740. See ditto Vol. XV. p. 143. Alſo 
Annals of Europe for the Year 1740, p. 


452. 


By this it appears, that the King of Pruſ- 
a offered the following Terms to the Court 
of Nen, viz. 


i. I am e with all my Fon; to 
guarantee the whole Dominions poſſeſſed by 
the Houſe of Aufiria | in Germany againſt all 
Invaders. 


2. For this End I will enter into a 
ſtrict Alliance with the Courts of Vienna, 
5 Ke and the Maritime Powers. 


be I will uſe all my Roe" to procure 
the Imperial Dignity for the Duke of Lor- 
rain, and to ſupport his Election againſt 
all Oppoſers; and I have Reaſon to believe 
1 ſhall ſucceed. 


15 


(nn) 


* To put the court of Vienna into a 90d 
Stare of Defence, I will immediately furniſh | 
it with Two Millions of Florins. 


Lou will naturally imagine, that, for 
ſuch ſubſtantial Services upon ſuch hard 
Terms, I ought ſurely to expe& a proper 
Security for indemnifying me from all the 
Hazards I may expoſe myſelf to, in the Affair 

1 willingly embark in. 


In ſhort, what I want is the entire and 

K abſolute Ceſſion of all Sila, not only as 
1 my Right, but as my Reward for the Toils 

| and Hazards which I may incur, in the 

Career that I am entered upon for the 

Safety and 8 of the TIO. of Au- 


| Aria. 


N. Theſe were his firſt Propoſitions; —| 
and, though he received a haughty An- | 


——ũ—ä—ä—ô —— ¶ —— — — ——— ͤd— rn — 


„ ſwer, yet he ordered his Miniſter at the 
Court of Vienna, to leave no Stone un- 

5 | 4 turned to induce the Duke of Lorain . 

37 10 look, with leſs Prejudice, upon the 


Plan and Views he had propoſed to 
himſelf; and to give his Highneſs to un- 
) | derſtand 


(52) 
derſtand, that, though he demanded the 
entire Ceſſion of Sileſia, he might per- 


haps content himſelf with a Part. See 
ditto. 


Theſe were at firſt the King of Pru/- 
fia's Sentiments; and, whilſt he continued 
in theſe Sentiments, neither France nor 
Bavaria offered to ſtir any other l than 
by a Paper-War. 


"4 n.4% 


